COMMU ICATIO
ANDBODY LASGUAGE

Baboons communicate through a diverse repertoire of vocalizations, each tailored to
specific contexts and vital to their social

interactions and survival strategies. These sounds range from subtle murmurs to
piercing calls, reflecting the complexity of their Ahighly social lives. . Vocal
communication in baboons is deeply rootedjin their need to'maintain group cohesion,
express emotions, signal danger, and navigate the intricate hierarchy of their troop

While baboons do not "bark" in the traditional sense, their sounds often carry a-sharp, bark-like quality depending
on the situation. When a baboon detects a threat, it may emit a loud, staccato series of calls, resembling "hah-hah-
hah." These are called barking and serve as alarm signals, alerting the troop of possible threats and calling for
heightened vigilance. In contrast, their grunts and growls are expressions of aggression or defensiveness, often
exchanged during tense encounters to assert dominance or mark boundaries.

Higher-pitched chirps and squeaks reflect a different aspect of baboon communication—social bonding and
coordination. These sounds, used as contact calls, help individuals stay connected within the group or express
excitement, especially during dynamic activities.

Male baboons, in particular, are known for their "wahoo" calls—powerful, resonant sounds that travel.over long
distances. These vocalizations not only announce their presence but also serve as a form of long-distance
communication, often conveying strength and dominance to potential rivals or signaling location to their group.

Baboons are masters of non-verbal communication. Their postures, gestures, and
movements are as expressive as their vocalizations, each carrying distinct: meaning
in the context of their complex social lives

Aggression

When tensions rise, baboons adopt assertive and sometimes intimidating postures to assert dominance or'ward off
threats. A direct, unflinching stare is often a clear challenge orwarning, signaling intent to confront. Raised hackles,
or piloerections—hair standing on end—serve to amplify their physical size, enhancing their appearanceiofstrength
and aggression. These signals may be paired with bared teeth, an unmistakable warning to back ‘off, orsdramatic
movements like stomping and slapping the ground, designed to intimidate rivals or potential predators:

Friendly, playful, and Curious Behaviours
Grooming—a cornerstone of baboon society—goes beyond hygiene, serving as a powerful gesture of affection‘and
alliance. Playful behaviour, often'seen in younger baboons, not only relieves tension but also strengthens social ties
within the group. Curiosity is expressed through inspecting or sniffing, whether directed at objects, food, or fellow
troop members.
Sentinel behaviour, where a baboon stands watch, scanning for danger, demonstrates their commitment to group
safety. Foraging often showcases their resourcefulness, with'some individuals even using tools to obtain food. Social
learning is another remarkable trait, with baboons observing and imitating one another to acquire new skills or adapt
to environmental changes.
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