
 CONSERVATION: Baboons are  

Ecological Engineers  
_____________________________________________________________ 

Baboons are a keystone species and play a vital role in maintaining the 

delicate balance of the fynbos ecosystem, with their impact still not fully 

understood or studied. For over two million years, they have been integral 

to the ecology of this unique vegetation. 

 

Seed Dispersal and Germination 
Baboons are the primary seed dispersers in the Cape Peninsula. They: 

1. Disperse seeds across large distances, increasing local genetic 

diversity 

2. Enhance germination rates for certain plant species through their 

digestive process 

3. Facilitate seed survival through their digestive tract 
 

Ecosystem Engineering 
                Through their foraging behaviour, baboons: 

1. Aerate soils and create microhabitats 

2. Influence hill slope evolution through rock displacement 

3. Modify the landscape in a way that is useful to other species 

4. Transform local microhabitats, affecting invertebrate communities 

 

Food Acquisition and Nutrient Cycling 
Baboons' digging and rock displacement enable them to: 

1. Access invertebrates, a vital protein source 

2. Loosen soil, increasing oxygen availability and nutrient distribution 

3. Create microhabitats for wind-blown seeds to take root 

4. Pollination and Plant Facilitation 

 

Baboons aid in: 
1. Cross-pollination through pollen transfer on their hands, faces, and 

hair 

2. Breaking up plants, making them accessible to smaller animals 

3. Promoting seed germination and plant regrowth post-fire 
 

Ecological Role of Baboons After Fires 
              In newly burnt areas, baboons: 

1. Forage on exposed seeds and foods 

2. Consume plant species at various stages of regrowth 

3. Support fynbos ecosystem recovery 

By recognizing the baboons' multifaceted role, we can better 

appreciate their importance in maintaining the fynbos ecosystem's 

health and biodiversity. 

 

Info:  https://greengroupsimonstown.org/  

https://greengroupsimonstown.org/

